ICT Worksheet

Sources of Information


When you are searching for information, there are many resources that you can use.  Some are better than others, some worst, depending on the task and what you are looking for.

In the table on the next page, you are given a list of different resources.  

Your task is to use the categories listed below to help you analyse and identify the advantages and disadvantages of each resource.  

Use the following categories to help you in your analysis

· Accessibility – how many people can use the resource at a time?

· Availability – is the resource always available or might you have to wait, for example in the case of a book being borrowed.  What might happen if there was a power failure?

· Accuracy – is the resource checked to ensure that the facts are accurate?

· Bias – could the material be biased?

· Up-to-date – how regularly is the resource updated?

· Interactive – can you read, watch movies, listen to reports?

· Images – are there images that help to make the resource interesting?

· Portability – can you pick it up and carry it home or to school?

· Damage – could the resource be damaged e.g. a page torn out of a book

· Equipment – do you need any expensive equipment to be able to use the resource?

· Cost – which is the cheapest/most expensive?

	Resource
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	Internet
	
	

	Book
	
	

	Encyclopaedia
	
	

	DVD such as Encarta
	
	

	Newspaper
	
	

	Television
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